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THE YAGYO.. 


YOSHIOKA 
DENSHICHIRO, 


“ 

| I SEEK 
A LESSON 
FROM MUSTER 
SERISHESAL 

| 

L 


“NS 
WOULD A 

HULK LIKE HIM. 

WANT TO FIGHT 

AN OLD MAN 

LIKE ME? 


FORTUNATELY. 
YOU 
SURVIVED. 


| IT WASNT SO 
FORTUNATE. 


\ 


NEED TO 
LEARN HOW 
TO RUN AWAY 
FROM A 
IGHT. 


SECOND 
GENERATION 
MASTER OF 


AS HOZOIN 
INEI? 


THE FINAL 
DILEMMA THAT 
MY DISCIPLE 
INSHUN MUST 
OVERCOME. 


FACED HIM HAVE 
EVER BEEN A 
THREAT TO 
HIS LIFE. 


HAVING SPENT 


BUT AS HIS 
WOUNDS HEALED, 


HE GREW MORE 
AND MORE 
DISAPPOINTED 
WITH HIMSELF. 


OVERCOMING 
DIFFICULTIES... 


.-AND AT 
TIMES EVEN 
RISKING ONE'S 
LIFE... 


/ ~- THESE 
ARE THE 
THINGS THAT 
ALLOW THE SOUL 
TO GROW AND 


a 


Everyone 
knows the 
great Yagya 
Sekishisai 
Muneyoshi of 
the Shinkage 
Style of 
swordsmanship. 


aM! 2 real sore | 


Py , 


CONTINUE? 


BUT YOU 
LOST, SIRJ 


MATTER HOW 
STRONG YOU 
ARE, A FIGHT 
TO THE DEATH 
IS A TERRIFYING 
ORDEAL. 


AND (THERE ss 

KEEP IT AWAY To 

AT BAY. FACE THAT 
FEAR... 


TRULY STRONG 
CAN SUCCEED 
IN DOING 


INTERRUPTING. 


my 
PLOWING, 
EH? 


MASTER 
INEV! 


MUSASHI, 
IN ORDER 
TO DEFEAT 


SOMETHING 
WITH WHAT 
YOU ALREADY 
HAVE... 


AND YOU 
NEVER WILL... 
NOT UNTIL YOURE 

WILLING TO 
UNDERSTAND HOW 


OOO 
SS / 
ic 


SINCE ANCIENT 
TIMES, PEOPLE 
HAVE MEDITATED 
UNDER RAGING 
WATERFALLS TO. 
RID THEMSELVES 
SUCH 


DID WE 
COME OUT 
HERE, 
ANYWAY !? 


‘THE MOUNTAINS..._ 
THATS WHERESYOU) 


IMMATURE... 


YOUR 
FIRST DEFEAT 
MUST HAVE 
BEEN ALL THE 


TM 
GOING 
TO KILL 
INSHLUN// 


WASHES 
AWAY ALL 
YOUR 
DISTRACTIONS. 


MASTERING 
YOUR FEAR? 


TRYING TO 
UNDERSTAND 


a-THAT SPEAR 
MOVEMENT. ! 
x 

my sy 


WHAT 
COULD 
HAVE 
DISTRACTED 
ME...? 


. 


PRE- 
OCCUPIED 
WITH A 


YOULL MISS 
THE ENTIRE 


TO 
REALLY 
‘SEE INSHUN 
IN THAT 
FIGHT? 


SINGLE TREE, 


< ~ PREOCCUIPIED 
WITH A \ 
SINGLE LEAF...» 


i WN 
mM The-De fs 


. Korme 


MARRIED TO THE 
“MOST BEAUTIFUL 
GIRL IN THE 


{ __ SHOULD 


REST THERE ee 
FOR A WHILE =~ 
+ \_ LONGER. 


LEAVE HIM 


I. MYSELF, 
HAVE CUT 
DOWN FOUR 


CAN HAVE 
ANY HOPE OF 
SUCCEEDING... 


(SASAKI KOJIRO HAS 
MASTERED THE 
FOLLOWING SECRET 
‘\ METHODS OF THE 
CHOJO STYLE OF 


= \. SWORDSMANSHIP...) Ie 


SHIP.../2 } 7 Zz 


TO DELIVER 
IT To YOUR 


CAN HE 
REALLY 
BE THAT 


SUPPOSED TO 


y BE THE REPUTABLE 


MASTER OF THE 


UNTIL I HEARD 
THAT HE RETIRED TO 
‘A REMOTE VILLAGE, 
TO PASS HIS OLD 
AGE IN HERMETIC 
OBSCURITY. __A 


Ta 


RETURNED 
TO ECHIZEN 


LOOKING FOR 
HIM AND You 
DIDNT EVEN 
KNOW THAT? 


1 CANT 
BELIEVE 
iT. 


ITO ITTOSAI 
WAS LAST 
KNOWN TO 
HAVE RETIRED 
IN THE 
OUTSKIRTS OF 
SHIRAKAWA, 


THERE, HE 
DISAPPEARED 


DRINK, EVERY 
ONCE IN A 
WHILE. 


DAMN 
IEVASU!! 


1 AM 
AKAKABE 
YASOMA, 

RONIN FROM 
GAMO. 


a7 iso. 
‘SUSUKIDA HAYATO. 


KANESUKE, THE 
DISTINGUISHED 


HE'S: 
FROM JOKYOJI 
VILLAGE IN 
USAK 4-NO-SHO 
IN THE 
PROVINCE OF 
ECHIZEN. HE'S 
THE MASTER 


JISAI_.SOUNDS. 
FAMILIAR. 


KANEMAKI 
JISATS 
DISCIPLE, 
SASAKI 
KOJIRO... 


BOASTING AND 
SHOOTING MY 


YOU SEE... 
FOR THE 
PAST FIVE 


WITH 


YOUR 
TALENTS. 


THAT'S 
SUSUKIDA'S 


RIGHT THEN, 
TLL Go 
TELL HIM 

ABOUT 
YOU! 


IVE ALREADY 
USED SO MICH 
OF IT. BUT THUS. 
1S IMPORTANT... 


TM USING 4 7. ee ; AND IN THE 
SAVEDNE / i f UNLIKELY CASE 


MY CAREER... 


HAVE TO MAKE 
MYSELF AS 


1AM 
GOING To 

MAKE A 
NAME FOR 
MYSELF...11 


/ YOUVE 
/ BEEN HERE 
EVERY DAY. 
AND YOu 


JUST SIT 


HE SAID 


TM 
LOOKING 
FOR 
AKAK ABE. 
YASOMA. 


A THIEF, 
AFTER OUR 
MONEY! 


IM 
GETTING 
TIRED 
OF 

RUNNING, 


Ss 


1 CAN 
JUST CALL 
MYSELF 
SASAKI 
KOJIRO!! 


y-YOU 
ME, AND NOW j BASTARD!! 


I if WI, 
NIN LBA 


=| KOJIRO! 


coe 


ARE YOU 
REALLY 
SASAKI 
KOJIRO? 


#58 
Sasaki 


Kojiro. 


ee: 


EN 
ERE 


youre \— 
JUST A 
MASTER OF 
BOASTING 
ABOUT re 
YOURSELF! 
f 


‘ONE IN THIS 
VILLAGE WHO 
CAN TAKE 
ON TAKEZO... 


NO ONE ELSE BUT I AM THE 
ONLY ONE WHO 


CAN TAKE HIM ON. 


SOMEHOW, THIS 
VERMIN DOESNT 
SEEM AS IMPOSING 
ANYMORE... 


BY 
SASAKI 
KOJIRO? 


HAVE A 
SAMURAI LIKE 
YOU STAYING 
‘AT OUR PLACE, 

THEN THEY 


1S OVERRUN 
WITH RUFFIANS 
AND THUGS. 


OH, 
KOJIRO... 


BUT 
THIS YEAR'S 


TO THE HOZOIN 
PICKLES EVERY 
YEAR... 


~ BUT 
THEY NEVER 
TURN OUT 
LIKE 
YOURS!! 


BUT I AM 
PARTICULARLY 
MOVED BY 
HOW THEY 
WERE MADE. 


YOUR BLATANT 
FLATTERY IS SO 


I, YOUR 
‘MOST FAITHFUL 
DISCIPLE. MYOEI. 
AND EVERYONE 
ELSE HERE, ALL 
FEEL THE 
SAME WAY. 


YOUVE 
BEEN IN A 
DAZE EVER 
SINCE YOUR 
FIGHT WITH 

THAT MIYAMOTO 
FELLOW. 


snPERHAPS 
YOU DONT 
DESERVE To BE 
THE SECOND 
GENERATION 
MASTER OF 


STEPPING 7 
YOUR PLACE | 


INSHUN 
1s 
FINISHED. 


MANY 
FIGHTERS 
LOSE THEIR 
SPIRIT... 


AFTER 
A CRITICAL 
FIGHT OR 


oe 
z 


I 
‘THOUGHT 
HE RAN BACK 
TO HIS HOME 
VILLAGE... 


‘SUPPOSEDLY, 
HE'S IN THE 
‘MOUNTAINS, 


OF 
KASUGA. 


AND HE'S 
RIGOROUSLY 
TRAINING 
TO DEFEAT 
INSHUN. 


«MASTER 
IN'EL AS THE 
ONE WHO'S 
TRAINING 
HIM. 


BUT 
MUSASHI 


STILL 


WANTS TO 
FIGHT ME!? 


SOMEONE 
BRING 
ME AN 

INKSTONE/! 


About the Author 


VAGABOND was created by Takahiko Inoue, 
‘author ofthe bestselling mange SLAM DUNK. 
with over 100 milion copies in print world 
wide For his work on VAGABOND, Inoue 
received the 2000 Media Arts award for 
Manga from the Japanese Ministry of Culture 
2s well as the 2000 Kodansha Award for best 
manga, Most recently in 2002, Inoue's 
VAGABOND received the prestigious Tezuka 
award for best manga, To date, VAGABOND 
has sold well over 22 milion copias through: 
fut the world, In addition to his numerous 
‘manga tiles, inoue aso created the character 
Aesigns for the PlayStation basketball game, 
ONE ON ONE, 


About VAGABOWD and 
Miyamoto Musashi 


TTakehiko Inoue’s VAGABOND, based on Eiji 
Yoshikawa's navel MUSASH), is a fictional 
account of the life of Miyzmoto Musashi 
(1584-1645). The historical figure Miyamoto 
Musashi, author of the philosophical strategy 
guide A BOOK OF FIVE RINGS, was @ master of 
the sword and was revered asa “sword-saint” 
He founded the Nite Ichi style of sword fight 
ing which is typified by fighting with both long 
‘and short swords at once, holding the long 
sword with the right hand and the short sword 
with the lft, Musashi was also a master of 
the “gentler arts"—he was a master of sume 
(black ink drawings), metalworking, and 
\Woodcarving, The films, ZHE SAMURAI TRIO- 
GY, directed by Hiroshi Inagaki and starring 
Toshiro Mifune were also based on 
Yoshikawa's MUSASH. Perhaps inspited by 
the huge success of VAGABOND in Japan, in 
2003, NHK produced the historical period 
‘rama, MUSASHL Also based on Yoshikawa's 
novel, this drama stars kebuki actor 
‘Shinnosuke Ichikawa as Musashi and TV star 
Ryoko Yonekura as Otsu 


This is the LAST page of this comic! 


VAGABOND has been printed 10 read from right to left in its original 
Japanese format-presenting Takehiko Inowe's dynamic artwork the way it 
was meant to be soon! 


When most Japanese comics are published in English, @ mirror image of 
the original artwork is printed in order to accommodate the loft to right 
reading orientation of English, For this reason, exors in continuity ocea- 
sionally occur and characters wha were originally righttanded surldenly 
become efthanded. In order to prosent manga in its purest form, 
VAGABEND is being printed to read from right to lft. This way, kimono ore 
worn with the left se over the right and the samurai’s long and short 
swords are catied on the left side, the way they were traditionally wom, 


To propery enjoy WAGABOND, start trom the other end of this comic and 


real from right t lef. 


‘Annote on names: The names presented within the context ofthis comic 
are presented inthe traditional Japanese owdetsumname, fllowed by frst 


name, “Miyamotc" is Miyamoto Musashi’ last name and “Musashi” is his 
first name. The name ofthe creator of VAGABQND, however, has been pre 


sented first name first, last name second, “Takehiko” isthe authors first 
name and “Inoue his fast name. 


editor's choice 


“I think this manga 
has something for 

everyone. A MUST 
READ!" 


—Phoenix, MangaManlacs.org 


Fear, failure, disgrace... Even the most 
renowned swordsman of all time had his 
low moments. For the first time ever, 
Miyamoto Musashi suffers a 
humiliating loss when he takes on 


the deadly spear technique of 


Inshun, the second- 
generation master of 
Hozoin Temple. Dealing 


with defeat can be 
even more daunting 
of a task than 
facing the fiercest 
of warriors. Will 
Musashi be up 
for his latest 
challenge? 
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